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'T be to be a kind of reſpe& due to | the r of 
excellent men, eſpecially of thoſe whom their wit 
Joe” learning have made famous, to deliver ſome Account 
of themſelves, as well as their works, to poſterity. For 
this reaſon, how fond do: we ſee ſome people of diſcover- 
ing any little perſonal ſtory « of the great men of antiquity! 
their families, the common. accidents of their lives, and 
even their ſhape, make, and features, have been the 
ſubject of critical enquiries. How trifling 4 ſoever this 
curioſity may ſeem to be, it is certainly very natural; 
and we are hardly ſatisfied with an account of any re- 
markable perſon, till we have heard him deſeribed even 
to the very cloaths he wears. As for what relates to 
men of letters, the knowledge of an author may ſome- 
times conduce to the better underſtanding his book; and 
though the works of Mr. Shakſpeare may ſeem to many 
pot to want nn. yet I fancy ſome little account 
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Some ACCOUNT of de LIFE, e. 


of the man himſelf may not be | maths * to ge 
| along with tbem. | 
He was the ſon of Mr. Joh ee 8 was 
born at Stratford upon Avon, in Warwickſhire, in April 
1564. His family, as appears by the Regiſter and pub- 
lick. writings relating to that town, were of good figure 
and faſhion there, and are mentioned as gentlemen.” 'His 
father, who was a conſiderable dealer in wool, had ſo 
large a family, ten children in all, that though he was 
his eldeſt ſon, he could give him no better education 
than his own employment. He had bred him, it is true, 
for ſome time at a free-ſchool, where, it is probable, he 
| acquired. what Latin he was maſter of: but the nary 
- _rowneſs of his circumſtances, and the want of his aſ- 1 
ſiſtance at home, forced his father to withdraw him em 4 
hence, and unhappily prevented his further proficiency ö 
in that language. It is without controverſy, that in his 
works we ſcarce find any traces of any thing that looks 
| like an imitation of the ancients. The delicacy of his 
_ taſte, and the natural bent of bis own great genius (equal, 
if not ſuperior, to ſome of the beſt of theirs), would 
certainly have led him to read and ſtudy them with ſa 
much pleaſure, that ſome of theif ſine images would na- 
_ _ turally have inſinuated themſelves into, and been mixed 
=. with, his own writings; ſo that his not copy ing at leaſt 
| ſomething from them may be an argument of his never 
. Þ having read them. Whether his ignorance of the an- : 
4 ' cients were a Hilal vantage to him or BO, may admit of a 
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05 diſpute : for though the knowledge of them might have 
made him more correct, yet it is not improbable but 
that the regularity and deference for them, which would 

, have attended that correctneſs, might have reſtrained 

| 1 | ſome of that fire, impetuoſity, and even beautiful extra- 

4 vagance, which we admire in Shakſpeare: and I believe 
we are better pleaſed with thoſe thoughts, altogether new 
and uncommon, which his own imagination ſupplied 

him ſo abundantly with, than if he had given us the 
moſt beautiful paſſages out of the Greek and Latin poets, 
and that in the moſt agreeable manner that it was poſ- 
{ible for a maſter of the Engliſh language to i ins 

wem. 5 

Upon his leaving ſchool, he ſeems to have given e en- 
tirely into that way of living which his father propoſed 
to him; and, in order to ſettle i in the world after a fa- 
mily manner, he thought fit to marry while he was yet 
very young, His wife was the daughter of one Hatha- 
way, ſaid to have been a ſubſtantial yeoman in the 
neighbourhood of Stratford. In this kind of ſettlement 
be continued for ſome time, till an extravagance that he 
was guilty of forced him both out of his country, and 
that way of living which he had taken up; and though 
it ſeemed at firſt to be a blemiſh upon his good manners, 
and a misfortune to him, yet it afterwards happily proved 
the occaſion of exerting one of the greateſt geniuſes that 
ever was known in dramatick poetry. He had by a miſ- 
Aue, common enough to young fellows, fallen into ill 
4 3 company; 
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| quent — png He — 9 bim more than 
once . in robbing a park that belonged to. Sir Thomas 
Lucy, of Cherlecot,. near Stratford. For, this he was 
proſecuted. by that Gentleman, as he thought, ſomewhat 
| _ tooſeverely.; z and in order to revenge that it uſage, he 
| made a ballad. upon him. And though this, probably 
| the firſt eſſay of his poetry, be loſt, yet it is ſaid to have 
been ſo very bitter, that it redoubled the proſecution 
againſt him to that degree, that he was obliged to leave 
bis bane and family i in Warwickſhire for ſome _ 

and ſhelter himſelf 1 in London. 
It i is at this time, and upon this n that he i is. 
ad to have made his firſt acquaintance in the playhouſe. 
He Was received into the company then in being, at 
feſt, in a very mean rank; but his admirable wit, and 
the natural turn of it to the ſtage, ſoon diſtinguiſhed 
him, if r not as an extraordinary actor, yet as an excellent 
writer. His name is printed, as the cuſtom was in thoſe 
times, amongſt thoſe of the other players, before ſome 
old plays, but without any particular account of what 
ſort of parts he uſed to play ; and, though I have en- 
quired, I could never meet with 2ny further account of 
| him, this way, than that the top of his performance was 
the Ghoſt in his own Hambtt. I ſhould have been much 
more pleaſed, to have learned, from certain authority, 
which was the firſt play ne wrote ; - it would be without 
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Lad, to "foe and know vllt was the firſt eſſay of a fancy 
like. Shakſpeare 8 Perhaps we ate not to look for his 
beginnings, like thoſe of other authors, among their 
leaſt perfect writings z art had ſo little, and nature had 
ſo large 1 ſhare in what he did, that, for aught 1 know, 
the performances of his youth, as they were the moſt vi- 
gorous, and had the moſt fire and ſtrength of imagination 
in them, were the beſt. I would not be thought by this 
to mean,; that bis fancy was ſo looſe and extravagant, 28 
to be independent on the rule and government of judg- 
ment; but that what he thought was commonly ſo great, 
ſo juſtly and rightly conceived in itſelf, that it wanted 
little or no correction, and was immediately approved 
by an impartial judgment at the firſt fight. But though 
the order of time in which the ſeveral pieces were written 
be generally uncertain, yet there ate paſſages in ſome few 
of them which ſeem to fix their dates. So the Chorus at 
the end of the fourth act of Henry the Bi Nb, by'a com- 
pliment very handſomely turned to the earl of Eſſex, 
ſhews the play to have been written when that lord was 
; general for the queen in Ireland { and his elegy upon 
queen Elizabeth, and her ſucceffor king James, in the 
latter end of his Heury the Eighth, is a proof of that 
play 8 being written after the acceſſion of the latter of 
' thoſe two princes to the crown of England. Whatever 
: the particular times of his writing were, che people of 
"Kis age, who began to grow watideffully fond of diver- 
ſions of this kind, could not-but-be-highly-pleaſed to ſee 
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gy genius 3 3 1 chem of ſo eee ſo 
rich a vein, and ſo plentifully capable of furniſhing their 
4. favourite entertainments. Beſides the advantages of his 
wit, he was in bimſelf a good-natured man, of great 
ſweetneſs in his manners, and a moſt agreeable | compa- 
nion; ſo that it is no wonder, if, with ſo many good 
dualities, he made himſelf acquainted with the beſt con- | 
verſations of thoſe times. Queen Elizabeth had ſeyeral 
of his plays ated before. her, and without doubt gave 
him many gracious marks of her favour: : it is that 
maiden e e whom he intends by 5 


— fiir weſtal, "rand þ by the weſt... 
| e Night's 5 Pran. 8 
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i that ol „ e is a a compliment very properly 

- brought in, and very handſomely applied to her. She 

was ſo well pleaſed with that admirable character of F al- 

ſtaff, in The Two Parts of Henry Fourth, that ſhe com- 

manded him to continue it for c one play more; and to ſhew 

| him i in love. This i is faid to be the occaſion of his wri⸗ 

ting The Merry Wives of 1 Wi: ndſor. How well the was 
_ . obeyed, the play itſelf i is an admirable proof. Upon this 1 
4 occaſion i it may not. bei improper to obſerve, that this 1 

: of Falſtaff is ſaid to have been written originally under the J 
name of“ O Oldcaftle ; ſome of that family being then re- 

ing. the en was pleaſed to command — to alter 


W See the Epilogue to Henry the Fourth, 
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it ; upon which he made uſe of Falſtaff. The preſent 
offence was indeed avoided; but I do not know whether 
the author may not have been ſomewhat to blame in his 
ſecond choice, ſince it is certain that Sir John Falſtaff, 
who was a knight of the garter, and a lieutenant- general, 
was a name of diſtinguiſhed merit in the wars in France 
in Henry the Fifth's and Henry the Sixth's times. What 
grace ſoever the queen conferred upon him, it was not 
to her only he owed the fortune which the reputation of 
Bis wit made. He had the honour to meet with many 
great and uncommon marks of favour and friendſhip from 
the earl of Southampton, famous in the hiſtories of that 
time for his friendſhip to the unfortunate earl of Eſſex. 
It was to that noble lord that he dedicated his poem 'of 
Venus and Adonis. There is one inſtance ſo ſingular i in 
the magnificence of this patron of Shakſpeare 8, that, if 
I had not been aſſured that the ſtory was handed down 
by Sir William D*Avenant, who was probably very well 
acquainted with his affairs, I ſhould not have ventured 
to have inſerted, that my lord Southampton at one time 
gave him a thouſand pounds, to enable him to go throu gh 
with a purchaſe which he heard he had a mind to; a 
bounty very: great, and very rare at any time, and elt 
equal to that profuſe generoſity the preſent age bas ſhewn 
to French dancers and Italian ſingerrs. F 
What particular habitude or friendſhips he contracted 
with private men, I have not been able to learn, more 
than that every one, who had a true taſte of merit, and 
17 B could 
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Y; 2. diſtinguiſh men, had generally a Em and 
eſteem for him, His exceeding candour and good-nature 
muſt certainly have inclined all the gentler part of the 


25 Wer of ee. ha anten his defence againſt | 


world to love him, as the power of bis wit obliged the 
men of the moſt boliaate e and oſs Wenn 


do admire him. 


His acquaintance with Ben Jonſon dion wick 6.06 
markable piece of humanity and good-nature. Mr. Jon- 
Jon, who was at that time altogether unknown to the 
world, bad-offered one of his plays to the players, in 
order to have it acted; and the perſons into whoſe hands 


it was put, after having turned it careleſsly and ſuper- « 


ciliouſly over, were juſt upon returning it to him with 
an ill-natured anſwer, that it would be of no ſervice to 


their company; when Shakſpeare luckily caſt his eye 


upon it, and found ſomething ſo well in it, as to engage 


bim firſt to read it through, and afterwards to recommend 


Mr. Jonſon and his writings to the publick. Jonſon was 
certainly a very good ſcholar, and in that had the ad- 
vantage of Shakſpeare ; though at the ſame time, I be- 


| eve, it muſt be allowed, that what nature gave the 
>. latter was more than a balance for what books bad given 


the former ; and the judgment of a great man upon this 


_ occaſion Was, I think, very juſt and proper. In a con- \ 


verſation between Sir John Suckling, Sir William | 


D' Avenant, Endymion Porter, Mr. Hales of Eton, and 


Ben Jonſon; Sir John Suckling, who was a profeſſed 


Wen | 
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Ben Jonſon with ſome warmth ; Mr. Hales, who had 
ſat ſtill for ſome time,. told them, That if Mr. Shakſpeare 
had not read the ancients, he had likewiſe not flolen any 
thing from them; and that if he would produce any one to- 


2 = pick finth treated by any one of them, he would undertake 


ts ſhew ſomething upon the ſame ſubject, at leaft as well 
written, by Shakſpeare. | 

The latter part of his life was ſpent, as all men of 
good ſenſe will wiſh theirs may be, in eaſe, retirement, 
and the converſation of his friends. He had the good 
fortune to gather an eſtate equal to his occaſion, and, in 
that, to his wiſh ; and is ſaid to have ſpent ſofhe years 
before his death at his native Stratford. 

He died in the 53d year of his age, leaving three 
daughters, of which two lived to be married; Judith, 
the elder, to one Mr. Thomas Quiney, by whom ſhe 

had three ſons, who all died without children; and Su- 
ſannah, who was his favourite, to Dr. John Hall, a 
phyſician of good reputation in that country. She left 
one child only, a daughter, who was married, firſt, to 
Thomas Naſh, Eſq. and afterwards to Sir John Bernard 
of Abbington, but died likewiſe without iſſue. _ 
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ADVERSITY. 


WEET are the uſes of adverſity ; 
| Which, like the toad, ugly and venemous, 
Wears yet a precious jewel in its head. 
Ee 1255 Likg 11, A. 2. de. I. 
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7 — — — Anger is like 


A full hot Han who being allowed his voy 
Self- mettle tires him. 
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K. Henry VIII. A. 1. ks 2. 
ART 
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ART AND NATURE. 


— nk ature is made better by ek 
But Nature makes that mean: fo over that Art 
Which; you ſay, adds to Nature, is an Art : 
That Nature makes. You ſee, ſweet maid, we marry 


A gentler ſcyon to the wildeſt ſtock ; | 
And make conceive a batk of baſer kind 
| By buds of nobler race. This is an Art 
Which does mend Nature, ehange it rather, but 


The Art itſelf is N ature.  -. 
| The Wines Tak, A. 4. Sc. 3. 


AUTHORITY. 
— 1 55 e ee eee 


Dreſt i in a little brief authority, 
Moſt ignorant of what he's moſt aſſured, 
His glaſſy eſſence, like an angry ape, 
Plays ſuch fantaſtic tricks before high heav n, | 
As makes the angely meeps, whos. with pur ſpleens, 
Would all themſelves laugh mortal. 1 


e e eee 


— 


And the ſtrong langs of 55 wende breaks; 


Arm 1 it in Wills ric 's ſtraw doth pierce it. 
6 _ Oy ah 6. | 
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B E A T V. 
O, the doth, mch the torches to 1 
Her beauty hangs upon the cheek of nige 
Like MERA 4 Wn an, thios ear. Hoi! 
Bot pant nee e >; Is $ 4. 


| 'n f. E 8 8 1N N G. 
MI be live 5 qu 


| Longer than 1 1 have time to tell his He 8 
i _ 1 Kin Henry Hl, A, IT 2. 


© 0 M p AS SIO N. 
— — Mine enemy 8 bg” © 5 
Though he had bit me, ſhould have ſtood that night 
AginE” my fire. | as: Wo Lear, A. 355 Se. 7. 


CONSCIENCE. 


What ſtronger breaſt· plate than a heart untainted? 
Thrice | is he arm'd that hath his quarrel juſt; 
And he but naked, though lock'd' up in ſteel, 
Whole conſcience with injuſtice is corrupted. 5 
0 ee neee 2; 
12 O N T „ Sed 
— — 2 -Verily, 04 gra” Hi 
4 (wear, 'tis better to be lowly born, 3 
And range with humble livers in contents 786 
Than to be perk d up in a gliſteniag grief, 
3 And Mar a e ſorrow. _ 
| 1 Henry 711. A. 2. Sc. 3. 
| COUN SEL. 
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1 © ov NIS E L. ; 
Rd gut 02. ad tro ot 8 | 
9 55 Aal. and "OY comfort to that Wir 
Which they themſelves not feel; but, eaſing it it, 
Their counſel turns to paſſion, which before 
2 ; Would give preceptial medicine to me / 
Fetter ſtrong madneſs with A ſilken thread, 
8 Charm ach with air, and agony | with words. X 
No, No; ; *tis all men $ office to ſpeak patience 
To thoſe that wring under the load of ſorrow : 
But no man's virtue, nar ſufficiency, 
To be fo moral, when he ſhall endure 
3 like himſelf : therefore give me no counſel; ; 
8 N griefs cry louder than advertiſement. ;. * 
„ 4 Much Ado 25 pa A. 5: Sc. 1 1. 
| 1 3 5 $ 
T © DEER WOUNDED. 
Today! my Lord of Amiens, and myſelf,” 
Did ſteal behind him, as he lay along 120 7 4 5 
Under an oak, whoſe antique root peeps out & 
Upon the'brook that brawls along this wood ; 
To the which place a a poor TequeRred ſtag, | 
That from the hunter's Aim had ta en a hurt, 
Did come to languiſh J andy indeed, my my lord 
The wretched animal bes w forth ſuch groaps, 
| OY That their diſcharge did ftretch his Teathern « coat 
| Almoſt to burſting, and _— round : tears 0 i 
n * Cours d 
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Cours'd one another down his innocent nofe 
In piteous chaſe; and thus the hairy fool, 
Much marked of the melancholy Faser, | 
Stood on th extremeſt verge of the ſwift brook, 


| Augmenting i it with tears. 
4 You Like 15 A. 2. Se. 1. 


| DISCONTENT: 


1 —— ot whate” er I am, 
Nor I, nor any man, that but man is, 
With nothing ſhall be pleas'd, till he be eas'd 


With being nothing. 
King Richard Il. A. 5. Sc. 3. 


DOUBT. 


| _—=—The wound of peace is ſurety, 
Surety ſecure : but modeſt doubt is called 
The beacon of the wiſe z, the tent that ſearches 


- To th' bottom of the worſt. | | 
Troilus and Creſſida, A. 4 Se. 3. 


DUE L LIN G. po 


Your words have took ſuch pains, as if they laboured 
To bring manſlaughter into form, ſet quarrelling 

| Upon the head of Valour z which, indeed, 

Is valour miſbegot, and came into the world 

When ſects and faRtions were but-newly born : 

| e He's 
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He' truly valiant, that can wiſely ſuffer 
The worſt that man can breathe, and make . wrongs 
His outſides; to wear them like his raiment careleſsly, 
And ne'er prefer his 1 injuries to his neart, bs, 
To bring it into danger. 1 
If wrongs be evils, and enforce us, kill, 


What 0 tis to hazard life for ill! 


Timon of Athens, A. 3. Sc. 5. 


FAIRIES EMPLOYMENT. 


The honey-bags ſteal from the humble bees, } - 
And for night-tapers crop their waxen thighs, 
And light them at the fiery glow-worm's eyes, 
To have my love to bed and to ariſe: 

And pluck the wings from painted butterflies, 
To fan the moon-beams from his ſleeping eyes. 


A Midſummer Night's Dream, > 3. SC. 1. 
FEAR or D E A TH. 


Ay, but to die, and go we know not where ; : 


To lie in cold obſtruction, and to rot ; ; 


This ſenſible warm motion to become 
A kneaded clod ; and the delighted ſpirit 
To bathe in fiery floods, or to reſide 


In thrilling regions of thick-ribb'd ice; 


To be impriſon'd in the viewleſs . | 

And blown with reſtleſs violence round about 

The pendant world ; or to be worſe than worſt 
9 of 
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Of thoſe, that lawleſs and incertain thoughts 
Imagine howling: tis too horrible! 
The wearieſt and moſt loathed worldly life, 
That age, ach, penury, impriſonment 
Can lay on nature, is a paradiſe 5 
To what we fear of death. 
9 Meaſure for Mare, A. 3+ Se. $ 


FORTITUDE. 


— Fortune's blows 
When moſt ſtruck home, being gentle-wounded, crave 
A noble cunning. Ta ps A. 4. Sc. 1. 


1 


— 


I dare do all that may become a man; 
Who dares do more, is none. 2 
POOR A. 1. Sc. 7. 
"FORT UI E. 
5 Will Fortune never come with both hands full, 7 
But write her fair words {till in fouleſt letters? 
- She either gives a ſtomach and no food. C21 
Such are the poor in health: or elſe a feaſt, 
And takes away the ſtomach ; ſuch the rich 
That have abundance, and enjoy it not. 


| Henry IV. Part II. A. 4. Se, 4o 
LY 2 FUNERAL ORATION, 


ich faireſt flowers, 


Whilſt ſummer — and I live here, Fidele, 
8 C2 ; oh 


E Top REAPPUES © or SHAKSPE RE, 
Tu wecten: thy fad grave; thou een 


The flower that's like thy face, pale primroſe, mor 
The azure hare bell, like thy veins, no nor 
The leaf of Eglantine, whom not to ſlander, 
Out-ſweeten'd not thy breath: the ruddock would 
With charitable bill, (O bill ſore ſhawing' + ag 


"Thoſe rich-left heirs, that let their fathers lie 


Without a' monument I) bring thee all this; 
Yea, and furt d moſs beſides, when flowers : are none 


5 890 ba nere thy corls, 2 


N ae ou, A. 85 Se, #7 


G OL D. 
3 gold 


Which buys admittance, oft it doth ; yea, makes 
Diana's rangers, falſe themſelves, yield up 


Their deer to th? ſtand o' th ſtealer: and tis gold, 


Which makes the true man kill'd, and ſaves the thief; 
Nay, ſometimes, hangs both thief and trueman. What 
Can 6 it not do, and undo? Cymbeline Hr 4 Se, 4+ 


f GREATNESS. 


+ 'Tis certain, Greatneſs once fall'n out with Fortune, a 
Moſt fall out with men too: What the decline is, 
He ſhall as ſoon read in the eyes of others, 


As feel in his own fall; for men, like biteerflies, 
Shew not their mealy wings but to the ſummer ; 1 


- And not a unn for * by dun. 1 


Hath 
1 
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Hath any honour, but honour by thoſe honours 
That are without him, as place, riches, eum, 
Prizes of accident as oft as merit, 

Which, when they fall, (as being ſlipp' ry Banders) 

The love that lean'd on them, as ſlipp'ry tao, 

Doth one pluck down another, and together 

Die in the fall. Troilus and Calida, A. 3- Se. 7. 


H UM A N LI F E. 
The web of our life is of a mingled yarn, good and 


ill together; our virtues would be proud, if our faults 
whipt them not; and our crimes would deſpair, if they 
were not cheriſh d by our virtues, 

A. Well 80 Ends 2 A, 4- * 3 


HYPOCRISY. 


. beguile the time, 
Look like the time ; bear welcome in your eye, 
i Your hand, your tongue ; look like the innocent 
e HOW... 
But be the ſerpent under it. Audi, A. 1. © 


1MAGINATION: 


The lunatic, the loyer, and the poet, 

Are of imagination all compact: ry, | 
One ſees more devils than vaſt hell can bold ; 33 
The madman : while the loyer, all as frantic, | 
Sees Helen's beauty in a brow of Egypt. | 


The 


wy 
, 
a 
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The poet's eye, in a fine frenzy rolling, | 

Doth glance from heaven to earth, kon earth to 
__ - "heaven: e 
And, as imagination bodies forth 
The forms of things unknown, the poet” 8 pen 
Turns them to ſhape, and gives to airy nothing 

A local habitation and a name. 


rh. Sc. 1. 


beg a n TAU, 
Ah! when the means are gone, that buy this praiſe, 


| > he breath'is ne: whereof this praiſe is made. 
Timon of Athens, A. 2. be. 2. 


INTEGRITY. 


There is a kind of character i in thy life, 
That to'th' obſerver doth thy hiſtory 
Fully unfold : thyſelf: and thy belongings | 

Are not thine own ſo proper, as to waſte 
Thyſelf upon thy virtues ; they on thee. 
| Heav'n doth with us, as we with torches do, 
Not light them for themſelves : for if. our virtues 
Did not go forth of us, twere all alike 

As if we had them not. Spirits are not finely rouch'd, 
But to fine iſſues: nor Nature never lends 
The ſmalleſt ſcruple of her excellence, | 
But, like a Oy nar 15 De 


Herget | 


— 
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Herſelf the glory of > creditor, 


Both thanks and uſe. _ 
| Meaſure 22 aul, A. 1. 


K 1 N G 8. 


or within the en crown, 

That rounds the mortal temples of a king, 

Keeps Death his court: and there the antic ſits 
Scoffing his ſtate, and grinning at his pomp ; 
Allowing him a breath, a little ſcene 

To monarchize, be fear'd, and kill with looks ; ; 

Infuſing him with ſelf and vain conceit, 

As if this fleſh, which walls about our life, 

Were braſs impregnable: and, humour'd thus, 

Comes at the laſt, and with a little pin | 
Bores through his caſtle-walls, and—farewell king 

Richard II. A. 3 Sc. 2. 


2 Thi ceaſe of majeſty 
Dies not alone; but, like a gulf, doth draw _ 
What's near it with-it : it is a maſly wheel 
Fix'd on the ſummit of the higheſt mount, 
To whoſe huge ſpokes ten thouſand leſſer things 
Are mortis'd and adjoin'd ; which, when it falls, 
Each ſmall annexment, petty e e . 
Attends the boiſterous ruin. Never alone 
Did the king gh, but with a general groan. 

Hamlet, A. 2. Sc. 3. 


LABOUR. 
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LABOUR BY TOWING? 


| Wearineſs : | 
d . upon the flint, when reſty loth 


F inds the down pillow: hard. | 
5 =P  Cymbelin ine, A 3. Se. 5. 


V E. 
| A tha has hand ! | 
In whoſe compariſon all whites are ink, 
Writing their own reproach z ; to whoſe fofe ſeizure 
The cygnet” s down is harſh, and ſpirit of ſenſe 


| Hard“ as che palm of ploughman ! 
Troilus and Creffda, A. I. Se. x. 


MISTRESS: 


— is my own; 
And I as rich in having ſuch a jewel; 
As twenty ſeas; if all their ſand were pearl, 
The water nectar, and the rocks pure gold. 
The Two Gentlemen of Verona, A. 2. Sc. 4. 


MOONLIGHT. 


Sit, TJeſſita look how the floor of heaven ; 
Is thick inlaid with patterns of bright gold! 
There's not the ſmalleſt orb, which thou behold'ſt, 
But in his motion like an angel ſings, N | 
Still quiring to the young eyed cherubims ; 

| Such Barmony i is in immortal ſounds * 


But 
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But whilſt this. muddy veſture of decay 
Doth grolaly cloſe us in, we cannot hear it. 
De Merchant of Venice, A. . Sc. I. 


MORTALITY. 


—All the world's a ſtage, 

And all the men and women merely players 
They have their exits and their entrances; 
And one man in his time plays many parts, 
His acts being ſeven ages. At firſt the infant, 
Mewling and puking in the nurſe's arms: | 
And then the whining ſchool-boy with his ſatchel, 

And ſhining morning face, creeping like ſnail 
_ Unwillingly to ſchool. And then the lover, 
Sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad 
Made to his miſtreſs eye-brow. Then a ſoldier; 
Full of ſtrange oaths, and bearded like the pard, 
Jealous in honour, ſudden and quick in quarrel ; 
Seeking the bubble reputation, x 


Even in the cannon's mouth. And chen the ate 


In fair round belly, with good capon lin'd, 

With eyes ſevere, and beard of formal cu; | 

Full of wiſe ſaws and modern inſtances; 

And ſo he plays his part. The fixth age ng 

Into the lean and flipper'd pantaloon, rt np 

With: ſpectacles on noſe, and pouch on fide ; 

| His youthful hoſe well ſav'd, a world too wide 
For his . ſhank ; and his big manly voice, 


20.3. | Þ TY | . 
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Turning again teward chüldim treble, pipes 
And whiſtles in bis ſound. Laſt Tcene of all, 
That ends this ſtrange eventful hiſtory, 
Is ſecond childiſhneſs, and mere oblivion, 
Sans teeth, ſans eyes, ſans taſte, ſans every thing. 
| b e ed * e. . 


2 


976 M U 8 7 1 A | 
I'm never merry, hen I hear ſweet muſie. 


I be reaſon is, your ſpirits are attentive z 


For do but note a wild and wanton herd, 
Or race of youthful and unhandled colts, 

Fetching mad bounds, bellowing and neighing loud, 

(Which is the hot condition of their blood) 

If they perchance but hear a trumpet ** 5 

Or any air of muſic touch their ears, 

You ſhall pereeive them make a mutual ſtand; 

Their ſavage eyes turn'd to a modeſt gaze, 

By the ſweet power of muſic, Therefore the poet 


Did feign that Orpheus drew trees, ſtones, and floods; 


Since nought ſo ſtackiſh, hard, and full of rage, 
But muſic for the time doth change his nature. 
The man that hath no muſic in himſelf, 
Nor is not mov'd with concord of ſweet ſounds, 
Is fit for treaſons, ſtratagems, and ſpoils ; 
The motions of his ſpirits are dull as a 
And his affections dark as Erebus - | 

Let no ſuch man be truſted. 1 
x. 8 * An Venice, A. 5. se. I 
5 | If 


Tur BEAUTIES or SHAKSPEARE, 1 


If muſic be the food of love, play on; 
Give me exceſs of it; that, ſurfeiting, _ 
The appetite may ficken, and-ſo die. 
That ftrain again ;—it had a dying fall: 
O, it came o'er my ear, like the ſweet ſouth, 
That breathes upon a bank of e, 


Stealing, and giving odour | 
Twelfth Night, A. 1. Sc. 1. 


NEWS- 'F ELLERS. 


I ſaw a ſmith ſtand with his hammer, thus, 
The whilſt his iron did on the anvil cool, 


With open mouth ſwallowing a taylor's news ; 

Who, with his ſhears and meaſure in his hand, 

Standing on flippers, which his nimble haſte 
Had falſely thruſt upon contrary feet, 

Told of a many thouſand waflike French, 

That were embattled and rank'd in Kent. 

Another lean unwaſh'd artificer 

Kut off his tale, and talks of Arthur's death. 

Ling Jobs, A. 4. SC. 2 


OPPORTUNITY. 


There is a tide in the affairs of men, 

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune ; 
- Omitted, all the voyage of their life 

Is bound in ſhallows, and in miſeries, 


Da” . On 
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On ſuch a full ſea are we now afloat; 
And we muſt take the current when it ſerves, 
Or loſe'« our ventures. "FO 15 90% 679 4 * Sc. 3. 


oF 


„ AGE. . 


r is as common to Old Age 
To caſt beyond itſelf in its opinions, 
As it is common for the younger ſort 


FE lack diſcretion. Hoes, A. 2, I 1. 


, when Ape is ſhak'd, 
Which 1 is the ladder to all e be . 


'T he enterprize is ſick - 
mn | 80 Follus and 1 da, A. 1. 8. 3 


/PERSEVERANCE. 


For Tit is n Ie a faſhionable hoſt, 
That ſlightly ſhakes his parting 5 by the hand, 
And with his arms outſtretch'd as he would fly, 
Graſps in the comer : Welcome ever ſmiles, 
And Farewell goes out ſighing. 


7 rollus = Cres, A. 2. Se. 3. 
PERSONAL VIRTUE. 


— Mee? is honour” s ſcorn, 
Which challenges itſelf as honour's born, 
And is not like the fire, Honours beſt chriye, | 
RR | When 
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When rather from our acts we them derive, | 
Than our fore-goers : the mere words a ſlave, 
Debauch'd on every tomb, on every grave; 
A lying trophy; and as oft is dumb, 5 
Where duſt and damn'd oblivion is the tomb 
Of honour'd bones, indeed. RA 2 

| Alls Well that Ends Well, A. 2. 80. 3. 


' PREPARATION rox DEATH. 


Reaſon thus with life : 
I o loſe thee, I do loſe a thing 


That none but fools would keep. A breath thou art, | 


Servile to all the ſkiey influences 

That do this habitation, where thou keep, 
Hourly afflict: merely thou art death's fool; 
For him thou labour'f by thy flight to Mun, 


And yet run'ft tow'rd him till. Thou art not noble; 


For all th' accommodations that thou bear'ſt, 


Are nurs'd by baſeneſs: thou' rt by no means valiant; 


For thou doſt fear the ſoft and tender fork 

Of a poor worm. Thy beſt of reſt is ſleep, 

And that thou oft provok'ſt; yet groſly fear'ſt 
Thy death, which is no more. Thou'rt not thyſelf; 
For thou exiſt'ſt on many a thouſand grains, 

That iſſue out of duſt. Happy thou art not; 

For what thou haſt not, till thou ſtriv'ſt to get; 


And what thou haſt forget'ſt. Thou art not certain; 


For thy complexion ſhifts to ſtrange effects 


r 


Alter 
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a After the moon. If FO art rich, thou'rt poor; 
For, like an aſs, whoſe back with ingots bows, 
Thou bear'ſt thy heavy riches but a journey, 
And death unloadeth thee. Friend haſt thou none; 
For thy own bowels, which do call thee Sire, 
The mere effuſion of thy proper loins, 
Do curſe the gout, ſerpigo, and the rheum, 
For ending thee no ſooner, Thou haſt nor youth, 
nor age; | 
But as it were an after-dinner's = Y | 
Dreaming on both ; for all thy bleſſed youth 
Becomes as aged, and doth beg the alms 
Of palſied Eld ; and when thou'rt old and rich, 
Thou haft neither heat, affection, limb, nor beauty 
To make thy riches pleaſant. What's yet in this 
That bears the name of life? yet in this life 
- Lie hid more thouſand deaths; yet death we os 
That makes theſe odds all even. 


"RY for Meaſure, A. 3 5s, 1. 


PRODIGIES RIDICULED. 


ne earth ſhook to ſee the heav'ns on fire, 
And not in fear of your nativity. _ 

Diſeaſed nature oftentimes breaks forth 

In ftrange eruptions ; and the teeming Earth 

Is with a kind of cholic pinch'd and vext, 


Ny the impriſoning of unruly wind 


* 


Wichin 
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Within her womb; which, for enlargement friving, 
Shakes the old beldam Earth, and topples down 


High | tow'rs and moſs-, grown fteeples. | 
e x: 


RESOLUTION. 


————Dar'| thou die? | 5 800 
| T1 he ſenſe of death is moſt in apprehenſion ; 1 
And the poor beetle, that we tread upon, 

In corp'ral ſufferance finds a pang as great 
As when a giant dies. 


Meſure for Meaſure, A. 3. Sc. 1. 


RESPECT oF THE WORLD. 


You have too much reſpect upon the world: 
| They loſe it, that do buy it with much care, 
WP? FOO TOR 2. 


RX HYMERS. 


T had rather be a kitten, and cry 3 
Than one of theſe ſame metre a 
I'd rather hear a brazen. candleſtick turn'd, 
Or a dry wheel grate on the axletree ; / 
And that wou'd nothing ſet my teeth on edge, 
Nothing ſo much as mincing poet: 
_ "Tis like the forc'd gait of a ſhuffling nag. 
Henry IV, Part I. A. 3. Sc. 1. 


RUMOUR. 
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* 


envi 7h: agony v * 0 R. 


EF : 7%, 


H = Eee ee is a Pipe, 
Blown by ſurmiſes, jealouſies, conjectures ; 
And of ſo eaſy and fo plain a ſtop, 
That the blunt monſter, with uncounted heads, 
The ſtill diſcordant eng multitude, 


Can play upon it. 
Ham I. Part II. A. I. Se. 2. 


-SBLF-IN-DBREST. 


-Rounded in the ear, ; 22 e 
With that ſame R d thac 25 devil, 
That broker, that ſtill breaks the pate of Faith, 
That daily break-vow ; he that wins of all, 
Of kings, of beggars, old men, young men, maids, 
Who having no external thing eee 
But the word Maid, cheats the poor maid of that; 
Tat ſmooth-fac'd gentleman, tickling commodity, 
Commodity, the biaſs of the world, 
Te world, which of itſelf is poiſed well, 
Made to run even, upon even ground: 
Till this advantage, this vile drawing bi bias, 
This ſway of motion, this commodity, 
Makes it take head from all indiffereney, 
: From a al ll direction, oth courſe, intent. ; 
| Daß Je r Jobn, A. 2. Sc. 6. 


F SLANDER. 


* 
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S LAN * * 
| — For baply ſlander, .. „tl: 112973129 5 TD 
a _ Whoſe whiſper o'er the, world's ee 
As level as the cannon, to his blank 1 
Anme 1 25 = W 9 
es A. oy 8 I. 


s 1 1 * „ 115 


ne innocent Aw 1 
- Sleep that * up the ravell'd ſleeve of care, 
The death of each day's life, ſore labour's bath, 
Balm of hurt minds, great nature's ſecond courſe, 
_ Oh Moron in Lies ME gt wr bn | 


flock et A bY | Macath, A. 2/86 2. | 


Why e Rn wy Fw in. © hi ebe, 
Upon uneaſy pallets ſtretching thee, | 
And huſht with buzzing night-flies to eby dune, 
Than i in the perfum'd chambers of the greats, 
Under the canopies of coſtly ſtatᷣe 
” And lull'd with. ſounds of ſweeteſt * 
King Henry: I. A. 3. SC. 1. 


* wg » + * 1 7 G 3 2 
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SPECULATION, aur PRACTICE. 


r r 


* 


The brain may Hs laws for the blood, but z hot 
temper leaps o'er. a cold:decreez ſuch a hare is Madneſs 
the youth, to ſkip o'er the meſhes, of Good, Counſel, the 
cripple. -, The Merchant of Venice, . 80 1. 
„„ STREAM. 
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The current that with gentle murmur A | 
Thou know'f, being ſtopp'd, impatiently doth rage: 
But when his fair courſe/is not hindered, _ 
He makes ſweet muſick with th* enamel'd ſtones, 
Giving a gentle kiſs to every ſedge 
He overtaketh in his pilgrimage ; 
And ſo by many winding nooks he ſtrays, 
With "ONE ſport, to the wild ocean. 

ity Top! Gontlwen eee A. a. Se. 7. 


Bet is „e hs Neben bas "WP 

That will not be deep ſearch'd with ſawey looks; 

 _ _ Small, have continual plodders ever Wen, WY 
Save baſe authority, from other books. 

Theſe earthly godfathers of heaven's lights, 

That give a name to every fixed ftar, © 

Have no more profit of their ſhining nights, 8 
Than d thols Gag walk, and wot bot what they are. 

1 "Love's. box Ea, A. 1. Se. F- 


| SUPERFLUTITY. 
8 Pomp; | 
Expoſe thyſelf to feel what wretches feel, 
Tut thou'may'ſt ſhake the ſuperflux ot, 
5 mw wer d the e __— juſt. 
F "Ring Lear, A. 3. $64 | 
wag Wan 
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WAR RIO R.. 

I ſaw young Harry. with his beaver on, 8 7 
His cuiſſes on his thighs, gallantly arm'd, 
Riſe from the ground like feather d Mercury z « 
And vaulted with ſuch. eaſe into his ſeat, _ 
As if an angel dropt down from the clouds, | 


To turn and wind a fiery Pegaſus, . 
And witch the world with noble horſemanſhip. 
1 Hey IW. Part J. A. 4. Sc. 2. 
. down the Rives Sydaus. 

For her own perſon, 


It beggar'd all deſcription : ſhe did lie 

In her pavilion (cloth of gold, of tiſſue) 
O'erpicturing that Venus, where we ſee 

The fancy outwork Nature: on each fide her 
Stood pretty dimpled boys, like ſmiling Cupid, 
With diverſe-colour'd fans, whoſe wind did ſeem 
To.glow 1 the delicate cheeks which they did cool, 

| And what WW undid,—did. 

Antony and Cleopatra, A. 2. Sc. 2. 


HENRY. V. CHARACTER. 
— — Wien he ſpeaks, 


The air, a © cho libertine, is ſtill 5 | 
And the mute wonder lurketh in men's ears, . 

| To ſteal his ſweet and honey'd ſentences, 33 
Lig Hey V. A. 1. Sc. x. 
E 2 MaczzrH's 
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—Now ee e on appetite, E 2 Be 
And health on vous” 13 Macheth, A. 3 St. 4. 


"Give *you a 10265 9 on e 1 "Tf .reaſons 4 were as 


1 plenty as black-berries, I would not give. vou a reaſon 


upon compulſion- 1 
M a . Part of King Henry I, A. 2. Se. 4+ 


. 2 Ah. *P OW A R cw - 1 g C . 
There, is 2 hiſtoxy in all men's lives, 
Figuring the nature of the times deceas d; 
The which, obſerv' d a man may propheſy, 5 
With a near aim, of the main, chance of * 
As yet not come to life, which i in their ſeeds 
| And * n lie intreaſured. dhe 
CE OO King Henry 1 I, A. 5 Se. * 


mag bi KN HENRY. 


Ever ry fubjects duty is the King” s, but e every ſubje&ts 
ſoul is his own. Therefore ſhould every ſoldier in the 
wars do'as every fick man in his bed, waſh every moth 


out of his e Q 
advantage z or not. dying, the time was bleſſedly loſt, 


wherein ſuch preparation was gained : and, in him that 


eſcapes, it were not ſin to think, that making God ſo 
free an offer, he let bim outlive that day to ſee his great- 
neſs, and to teach ben how they ſhould prepare. 
3 EY King Henry V. A. 4. Sc. 5. 
n © HAMLET, 


ſeience; and, dying ſo, death is to him 


N 
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n . 
Ham. Has this fellow no feeling of his buſineſs, that 


he ſings at grave- making? 
Hor. Cuſtom hath made re 


Ham. Tis e'en ſo. The hand of little * 
hath the e ſenſe. | 


1 A G ä 
Good name in man and woman, dear my lord, is the 
immediate jewel of their ſouls. 


Othello, A. 2. flo. 3. 


M IR A N D A. 
Alas, now, pray you, 
Work not ſo hard; I would the lightning had 
Burnt up thoſe logs, that you are enjoin'd to pile: 
Pray, ſet it down and reſt you; when this burns, 
*T will weep for having wearied you. 
| Tempeſt, A. 3. Sc. 1. 


cans „ 5 n * 7 ay * „ 
* OY _ 20 7 * 2 6 84 | 
&+ ”- . 1 b | | a | | 
7 ) 
* | | | 
— 5 ” | 
* ; 
| l * 
. 
I; 


: 
* 
| , 
5 
* * 
Ds * * aw «> 3 OO” ; be 12 8 , * n we — ä No e $84 3 
OY ” . * L * 3 Wo a” 1 8 1 5 * * 
k , TR. * 8 14 bt © N A N t 
2 3 1 3 ws © $53.4 — * „ * 4 bs 3% 4 2Þ 
- 4 >; 
| a 
* a 
: 5" — * IS 
1 ö 4 "Y 2 ; 1 4 
* Fe. : g 
. 4 * wt - * e 1 | 
* 
| 4 
5 . p mh "wy 1" $ f . | 
2 - > - Fo 4% boy. 1 5 8 * © * N 5 : 2 8 F N 2 | . a 8 J - | 
| 60-3 4 140 TE SITY ** ll S$ A 4 4 * 
* " 
: # 
* * * 5 5 1 "If * WH * 5 
* + £5 a : 3 ve 7 4 by 
1 5 3 
- 
* 
| N . 
4 9 - | | 
. 1 | E | 8 N +” 9 1 14 1 # 1 1 18 1 = 
, 2 8 Fa. „ A 4 re. 15394 > $t "A oh a 
%. * F 8 | ; 
16 N 72 
? A > * 2 4 
wh 4g, 4 * — r * . OS, Fy IJ 57 % 5 * a : : 
| A I 7 3 7 L 6p 4% Wa; oe * F T5 * * 
i e I 3 * e hit J 1 g N 
„ p ; | | 
= y 8 
« p 5 , | 
1 * , R 
* 
* N i f 
# 
2 fly 
% Ef 2 2 5 N 
5 
| \ 
ö 4 
» 7 4 - | * N f f 
p 1 A . * . © 4 4. _ A. — ” * P 3-76; oF TI "4 
5 * 9 Us 7 \ 4 $ 32 N 7% ” * 3 6 | 
7 * * 
/ | 
5 —Y wu 4 * « . # 7 0 
| — 
: 4 © * 
4 - 5 2 3 1 
4 4 Fe "IR. ® * 4 : k 
z Wy 7 
„ 5 | 
* 
- f | 
* 
1 A CY * 5 
1 : | 
L n 
"= 
| — 8 - 
| 14 ; "= 
1 3 
* * 
| 3 8 28 1 90 ö | 
; : PREY A 
— 5 2 
o . « ; 
e © " * 4 | 
. 15 k - 
” - - 
xd - . ; - F | 
2 * * « . : 5 * 4 =P : : | 
i ; | 
* . 1 
1 » * 
« ” 1 N 7. o . - 1 5 * 
1 * © * 4 > , 7 : 3 * y 5 5 
. | As : a 
* s * | 
4 -”, \ l N ; 
% ; * \ 2 3 ; 
\ | | 
* 
| % 
* 
\ ; - | 
5 „ 
» a 
- | | 
: 0 PR — w_ 4 PS * FA - , k > 
- = : 
. ge . N : 1 . * % Fd $4 2 * 
8 1 * y ; 4 | 4 
© & * f 1 WN 
5 % ”» ' £ * * + v Wa? 0.5. 5 SEN * 7 
4 5 n N „ : 
* ; EY * 8 8 
| 44. : 8 * e | k 
| 4 1 83 5 f * 8 9510 \ 4 
> * jp . ; | 4 
I * * , * 3 5 * * 
- F * * : ” 1 7 2 * yu þ 1 q * 
2 * "ST" 1 MM. * 9 2 q 
IJ GY He * * 7 
3 2 * 
N * * WY? f 
hn „ I Wy p 
4 * $4 LR 5 o 
. ; 4 0 | 
** 65 
7 4 4 | 
| * 
\ 
* 
* 
) 
1 * | 
: e 
g — 
4 1 
* 
F 
. 


8 


